Invasive Species Workshop

Nairn Community Centre, 31st October, 1030 – 1500

This event is part of the Highland Biodiversity Partnership ‘Wildlife Counts Project’, which is training people to record wildlife in the Inverness and Nairn area. The aim of this indoor conference is to increase the awareness and recording of problematic non-native flora and fauna.  This will help inform management and benefit native wildlife.
The event is free of charge, open to the public and especially relevant to anyone who spends time in the countryside for work or pleasure and would like to help our wildlife and their habitats. No previous experience is necessary.
Experts will discuss the issues and management action that is currently being planned or implemented.  Participants will be given advice about identification, recording and anything practical they can do to help.  
Speakers
Hollie Walker (Grampian /Moray squirrel officer) grey squirrels

Rob Dewar (NTS nature conservation adviser) rhododendron

Llinos Davies (Cairngorms water vole officer) mink and water voles

Chris Horril (Biosecurity Project Officer - Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland) Biosecurity planning
Stephen Wiseman (Alba Interpretation) Species ID 

Invasive species are recognised as one of the major reasons for biodiversity loss. This biodiversity loss can occur because of:

· competition with native species 

· impacts on ecosystem functioning 

· predation / herbivory on native species 

· transmission of diseases

Not only do these impacts damage the environment, but they may cause tremendous economic loss in areas such as agriculture, fisheries, forestry, food security and public health.
This is a free event and does not include any catering.  The town location provides various opportunities for lunch break.
If you would lik to help our local wildlife in a simple, enjoyable and rewarding way, please come along to find out more.

To book a place please contact:  

e-mail: info@albainterpretation.com
Stephen Wiseman

Alba Interpretation

Barwhin, Lochloy Road, Nairn, IV12 5AF.

Tel: 01667 459400

This project is one of 24 being undertaken in Highland with assistance from the Highland Biodiversity Partnership.  It is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Highland Council, Scottish Natural Heritage, Highlands & Islands Enterprise and RSPB Scotland.
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